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A Message from Mr Fuglsang

The observations of those who have led Bridgewater High School over
the past twenty years reveal a remarkable consistency and a powerful
theme of caring, community spirit, teamwork and innovation.

Although those leaders have made great contributions, I suspect that
the heart and soul of this school is embedded too deeply to be shaped by
individuals alone. Rather it is the product of the goodwill, determination,
hard work and imagination of students, teachers and parents working

together.

Times are probably tougher than ever before in the school's history,

nevertheless in keeping with
the tradition of the school we
continue to develop our
capacity to give our students
the very best opportunities
for success in life.

A ] Fuglsang
Acting Principal

Anker Fuglsang ... acting
principal

A message from

Queen Elizabeth

to acting principal Anker Fuglsang

I have great pleasure in sending to
all at Bridgewater High School my
sincere congratulations on the
school's 20th Anniversary. I have
the happiest memories of your
opening in 1977 and I understand
that the school has thrived in the
years between. I hope that
prosperity long continues and I

staff, the pupils and to Rocky and
others at the farm.

ELIZABETH R.

send my heartful wishes to you, the {

7th March, 1997 ;

-
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A Short History

of Bridgewater High School
1975-1978

By ALLAN WELCH Bridgewater High School originally
opened in February 1975 at the site

r | Y his month marks the twentieth of the former Bridgewater Primary

anniversary of the opening of School in what is now Old Main Road,

‘Bridgewater High School” at Bridgewater. The site is now a vacant

its present site: McShane Road. As block of land next to the Church of St
onc who was there at the time, | can Mary which itself is next to McDonald's
offer some recollections as to how it Bridgewater. At that time much of
came to be. Bridgewater east of the highway was
open paddocks and

pasture land.

One hundred grade 7

students began at the

new high school.

There were no grades

8,9 and 10, just grade

7. The foundation

teaching staff was:

Graham Harrington
(Principal)

Martin Bennett
(Senior Master)

Maurice Wenn
(Senior Master)

Jane Barnard

Jackie Chapman

Tim Crosby

Peter Fish

Allan Welch

Principal Graham Harrington (right) with Her Majesty and  Barbara Spitzer
senior science master Larry Scott on 15th March, 1977 (Guidance Officer)
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A Short History of Bridgewater High School 1975-1978

The office assistant was Margaret
McKenzie, and the cleaner was Jan
Gray.

From the very first day the foundations

school. Traffic was bumper to bumper
all day, and when the bridge was raised
to allow the paper barges from A N.M.
to pass through, the traffic banked up

were laid for Bridgewater
High’s strong pastoral
care system. Each day
started with a one-hour
home group period where
much of what happens
today was pursued:
literacy, numeracy,
personal growth and
development, and
physical education.

By today’s standards the
school was not well-
equipped but the
enthusiasm of the staff
and students transcended
those shortcomings.
Desk-top computers, for
example, had not been
invented and our library
was a small collection of

books in a Terrapin unit. Video
cassette recorders and players were not
available and there was no colour

television.

The Tasman Bridge in Hobart had
been knocked down by the Lake
lllawarra in January 1975 and all
motor traffic to and from the Eastern
Shore had to pass along Main Road,
Bridgewater, right in front of the

right past the school.

In 1976 a second year
group was added,
doubling the size of the
school's population at a
stroke. Additional
Terrapin units were
erected, some as doubles
so that teachers and
students could become

* accustomed to the open

R
MDT and social science
teacher Allan Welch taught
at the school during the
first four years of its life
and returned last year just
in time for this year's 20th
Anniversary celebrations

plan environment to be
adopted in the new
school building.
Amongst the new
teachers appointed in
1976 was the late
Norman Scarlett who
designed the school's
logo.

Meanwhile, building was

progressing on the McShane Road site.
Students and teachers were becoming
impatient and anxious to occupy the

new building, and in September 1976

®

we moved into the McShane Road
buildings. We didn't, however, move
into all the building which now
occupies the McShane Road site.

At first we moved into Phase 1, which
was the grades 7 and 8 areas, and the



Bridgewater High School 20th Anniversary Supplement —~ 20th March 1997

A Short History of Bridgewater High School 1975-1978

administration area. In those days the
space between the grades 7 and 8
areas was occupied by Science, MDT
(Materials, Design and Technology),
Art and Home Economics. At the
beginning of 1977 Phase 2 became
available: the present-day Home
Economics and MDT areas, and the
gymnasium and change rooms. By
March 1977 all was ready for the

official opening by Queen Elizabeth I1.

The day of the opening was a public
holiday in southern Tasmania but
Bridgewater High School students had
to attend school. The opening took
place as though it was a school day:
the students were working at their
desks as Queen Elizabeth and the
Duke of Edinburgh were escorted
around the school by Mr Harrington.

was ably compered by Mr Wenn.

From that first group of students at
Bridgewater High many have gone on
to make their mark in the world. Our
first university graduate was from that
1975 grade 7 group. Many of the
children, nieces and nephews of those
original one hundred students are
present in today's Bridgewater High
population,

Today Bridgewater High reflects much
of the work put in by the early student
leaders in the school. They helped form
the culture and ethos of the school that
is summed up in its motto “We Care”.
All those associated with the school in
the intervening twenty years can be
proud of their contribution to making
the school what it is today.

The Queen must have thought

we were working well that day
because we were allowed to go
home carly.

As time went on the rest of the
school was built and by the
time I transferred to Cosgrove
High at the end of 1978 it was
almost complete.

At the time of my transfer 1 had
taught through the first four
years of Bridgewater High. 1
 had seen the first intake grow
from grade 7 to grade 10. The
first grade 10 leavers dinner
was held at Hadley’s Hotel and

Someone catch the piano!

The school's first principal, Graham Hamngton,
recalls how the school building at the original old
primary school site was badly in need of repair:

The building was very run down and because
it was due for demolition, no maintenance was
being carried out.

For example, I remember when we took
delivery of our piano, it fell through the floor
as it was being wheeled along the corridor.

1 think the difficulties under which both
students and staff laboured drew us close
together and certainly made us appreciative of
the new building when we finally moved in.

®
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Our founding principal
enjoys coming back

Graham Harrington, who was the
principal who established
Bridgewater High School, says he
likes our atmosphere of activity
and hard work.

"I have always enjoyed my return
visits to Bridgewater High," he says.

"However it does not do my ego any
good to see that people today perform at
such a high standard.

"The changes that have been made to the
building are excellent and in keeping with
the education program on offer.

"I enjoy the industry and vitality that is
apparent in the school and the
commitment shown by both staff and
students."

Graham Harrington is now the Deputy
Secretary (Education) of the Department
of Education, Community and Cultural
Development.

.
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Bridgewater High School's principals and acting principals - INSET:

Graham Harrington. L-R: Alastair Home, John Kenny, Larry Scott,
Michael! Clarkson, Chiis Clark, Graham Speight, Anker Fuglsang
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